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each other that the Church is founded. And it must be
understood that they conceived this relation to be ante-
cedent to the foundation of the Church and altogether
independent of it. Christians did not regard each other as
brothers because they were alike members of the Church,
but they became members of the Church because they re-
garded each other as brothers. Therefore they cherished
the same feeling towards those who were not members of
the Church and who did not reciprocate the feeling. On
the other hand, the heathen, as such, recognised only
special obligations towards particular classes of men, his
relations or fellow-citizens. If he recognised any wider
obligations, they were formal obligations created by positive
legal enactment and resting, in his view,'on no essential
justice. In the heathen theory the relation of men
towards each other, where no tie of nature or of treaty
had bound them together, was that of enemies, They
were rival claimants of the earth's wealth ; their interests
were supposed to be conflicting; and therefore their
natural condition was hostility.
This being so, an injury committed by a heathen must
have been essentially diflerent from an injury committed
by a Christian. Both alike were violations of obligation,
but the latter was a conscious, the former an unconscious
violation. They differed as much as homicide committed
in war upon an enemy differs from homicide committed
in peace upon a fellow-citizen. The heathen injured one
whom he conceived to be his enemy by a law of nature
and to be prepared at any moment to perpetrate a similar
injury upon himself. But an injury committed by a
Christian was like one of those breaches of the right of
hospitality or of the right of a suppliant from which even
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